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FROM THE DESK OF
DIRECTOR IQAC

Higher Education in India is emerging
through a transition phase in 2021. The
factors which contribute to the same are
introduction of the National Education
Policy 2020, Post COVID Reforms,
speoifica”y in  terms of techno|ogy
embedded learning and use of virtual tools.
The emphasis on relevant education in the
lifelong learning mode has transformed the
functioning of Higher Education Institutions.

University of Kerala is closely observing
the complete change in Higher Education
sector and its impending challenges. We
are consistently working towards realigning
our resources and processes to meet the
demands of the Higher Education sector.
Addressing qua|ity in all its processes is a
key concern.

Some of the activities of IQAC which we
carried out with great expectation, include
Interaction with Eminent Scholars, Meet the
Scholar Programme, where we have invited
Eminent Scholars from India and abroad to
share with us, the best practices in teaching
and research, and also seek possibilities for
MoUs and other possib|e collaborations.

In the year 2021, IQAC has hosted
speoia| Orientation Workshops on
compilation of Self Study Report (SSR) as
part of the NAAC accreditation process for
University of Kerala. The workshops focused
on each of the NAAC criterion on SSR. IQAC
also  conducted Faculty Development
Programme for University teachers. The
Institutional Information for Qua|ity
Assessment (IIQA) for NAAC accreditation
was filed and the same was approved by
National Assessment and Accreditation
Council. The SSR was submitted to NAAC by,
the Hon'ble Vice - Chancellor. As far as
academics is concerned, we have
organized workshop on Outcome Based
Education with expert from IISC, Bangalore.

Dated: January 2021

University of Kerala has moved into the
Outcome Based Curriculum Framework and
the same is being delivered through the
‘Moodle LMS'. Several training sessions have
been organized in this regard and curriculum
delivery has been initiated through LMS for
students from 2020 admission onwards. As
part of a final support on use of LMS, a
Hands-on Online Workshop was conducted
in 2021. This Workshop was hosted for all the
faculty ~members of the  University
Considering our imp|ementation of OBE
curriculum.

In addition to this IQAC support Paramarsh
under the NAAC accreditation scheme,
student support services in the form of
Research Methodology ~Workshop and
Skilling Programme under ASAP as well as
support for startups and support for
Intellectual Property in the form of patent
fi|ing and maintenance of pub|ioation grants,
Seed money for research and incentives for
good research.

For all its activities, IQAC has received
the support from all stakeholders of the
University. | take this opportunity to sincerely
thank, Honorable Vice — Chancellor, Hon’ble
Pro - Vice — Chancellor, all Hon’ble Members
of the Syndicate, all the Statutory Officers
for their time|y support and he|p. All the
initiatives referred above was made possible
with support of our teachers and students, |
thank you for the great help. | place on
record the support and timely help from all
the administrative staff and special thanks to
the Administrative staff of IQAC.

As a team let us keeps the |ight of
University of Kerala shining before the world
as an Institution that is committed to its
cause.

Prof. Gabriel Simon Thattil
Director, IQAC
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CM @ CAMPUS

STUDENTS FOR INTERACTION - mIgs @80 @30IGH>® S0

University of Kerala organized a
program CM@Campus “Navakeralam -
Yuvakeralam” on 6th February 2021 at
the Senate Hall to interact with
students and gather ideas on academic
and research issues and socio-cultural
issues that are paving the way for
change in the field of higher education.
In this programme Honble Chief
Minister of Kerala, Sri. Pinarayi Vijayan
interacted with the students. Grand
Master Sri. G. S. Pradeep presented a
program called 'Inspire Kerala" at the
event.

The information regarding the programme was sent by the principals
of various colleges to the talented students who have proved their
ability in various fields. The proposals submitted by the students were
examined by a specially appointed faculty committee and it was
decided that 200 of them would participate directly. Of these, 25 who
gave more notable suggestions and 10 who were selected through
Tnspire Kerala' were given the opportunity to interact directly with the
Chief Minister.

The Chief Minister opined that our higher education sector needs to
change from time to time. Our institutions of higher learning and
universities should reach the top 10 nationally and the top 100
internationally.

The goal is to bring world-class education to all by strengthening
public education. To a certain extent, all schools have become Centers
of Excellence. As a result, more than six lakh students joined public
schools last year in lieu of dropouts.
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New courses should be started in universities.
Students have to go out for courses that are
not currently here. Universities must have
Interdisciplinary courses, Vocational courses
and Skill Development courses. Students need
to have excellent centers of entrepreneurship
to become employers. We can attract higher
faculties here to empower Higher Education
Institutions. Universities need to develop the
necessary staff and other infrastructure, and
need to be transformed into student-centered
systems. Labs and libraries should be open 24
hours a day. Universities should have well-
equipped campuses.

We need to create a community of research
students in universities. This community and
their research should change the economic
structure of that society. Research and
scientific discoveries can play a major role in
social change. The Hon'ble Chief Minister
said that Higher Education Institutions and
universities in the state should become

Centers of Excellence.
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Hon'ble Minister for Higher Education Dr. K. T. Jaleel delivered the introductory
speech at the function. Vice Chancellor Prof. (Dr) V. P. Mahadevan Pillai welcomed
the gathering. Pro Vice Chancellor Prof. (Dr) P. P. Ajay Kumar presented the
memento to the distinguished guests. Planning Board Vice Chairman Prof. V. K.
Ramachandran and other digniatories were present. Adv. K. H. Babujan, Member,

Syndicate thanked them.
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The event was organized with the
participation of selected students from all
the educational institutions affiliated to the
University. About 250 students were
participated in the event. 42 students had
the opportunity to interact directly with the
Hon'ble Chief Minister.
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MEET THE SCHOLAR LECTURE SERIES

-y
Eminent Scholar Tak

& Department of Zoology

Department of Zoology, University of FKerala in
association with IQAC conducted a public lecture under F
the Meet the Scholar lecture series on 23rd February |
2021. The lecture by Dr. V.P. Joy, Chief Secretary,
Government of Kerala on the topic "The Journey Inward :
Perspectives of Rnowledge" was conducted at Senate
Chamber, S. H. Campus with Prof. V. P. Mahadevan Pillai,
Hon'ble Vice Chancellor as the Chairperson. Dr. Gabriel
Simon Thattil, Director, IQAC welcomed the gathering
while Prof. G. Prasad, Head, Department of Zoology
proposed the vote of thanks.

Department of Sociology & Law
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€ Department of Economics

As part of the Meet the Scholar Lecture Series’ initiative of the Internal Quality Assurance Cell
(IQAC), University of Kerala, the Department of Economics organised the Meet the Scholar programme
on the topic Public Policy in India: Unmasking the Debates’ on 25-03-2021. MH. Suryanarayana,
Professor, Indira Gandhi Institute of Development Research (IGIDR), Mumbali, a distinguished alumnus
of the Department of Economics, was the resource person for the programme conducted in the online
mode. Professor Suryanarayana is a Development Economist with vast experience in providing
technical assistance in public policy formulation to various developing country governments including
Bangladesh, Botswana, India,

Brunei Darussalam, Nepal, Somalia and Vietnam. He
has served as the Indian Council of Cultural Relations
(ICCR) Chair in Indian Studies at the King's India
Institute, London, Visiting Fellow at the Economic MEET THE SCHOLAR

Growth Centre, Yale University, Senior Economic LEcatenes

Advisor at the International Poverty Centre, UNDP, PUBLIC POLICY IN INDIA: UNMASKING THE DEBATES
Brasilia. Besides, being the editor of the Indian Journal
of Agricultural Economics, he has served as a
consultant for ADB, OECD, UNDP etc. Prof. Gabriel

INTERMNAL QUALITY ASSURANCE CELL

&
DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMICS
UNIVERSITY OF KERALA
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Economics, University of Rerala expressed SINCEIe i cassiimssciis of sovelonment tesesrch % 2% nrch 2021

{IGIDR)

thanks to Professor Suryanarayana for the

. . . . . Webinar Link: https://meet.google.com/xtn-hghc-yuj
enhghtemng session partlclpants.

News Letter 2021



MEET THE SCHOLAR LECTURE SERIES

€ Department of Psychology

On the 31st March, 2021, Meet the Scholar lecture series entitled ‘Sexual Harassment' at Workplace
was organized the Department of Psychology under the auspices of the Internal Quality Assurance
Cell, University of Kerala. Meet the Scholar lecture series aims to bring in experts from different fields

to break new path of knowledge and insight to
University students. Keeping this objective, IOAC &
Department of Psychology, University of Kerala
decided to host a lecture on the topic Sexual
Harassment at Workplace. Prof. Dr. J. Anitha Menon,
Professor of Health Psychology, University of Zambia
was the Resource Person of the day. She is also the
founding President of the Psychology Association of
Zambia and an astute reviewer of various national
and international journals. The lecture series was
conducted over Google Meet and was attended by
students and teachers of the Department of
Psychology as well as from the other teaching
Departments of the University. Dr. Bindu P, Head,
Department of Psychology, University of Kerala,
extended a warm welcome to the key speaker of the
lecture , Dr. Anitha Menon, as well as to the Director,
IQAC, Dr. Gabriel Simon Thattil, and the teachers and
students. Dr. H. Sylaja, Professor, Department of
Psychology, University of Kerala expressed
wholehearted gratitude to Dr.Menon for her insightful
lecture.

Department of Botany

24,

Department of Hatany v Ioternal Guality Assurance Cell
i EQAC)H
University of Karaln
Thiruvananthapuram

‘Meet the Scholar Lecture Series’

Lecture on 317 of May, 2021, Time : 9.30 AM (IST)

“Immune Response Dynamics in COVID-19 Patients to
SARS-CoV-2 and other Human Coronaviruses'

Resource person: Dr. Revmi Varma e
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Sexuval Harassment at Workplace

Prof. 1. Anitha Menon b 4 Professor of Health Paychology in
the Depasmesi of Prychology, Uriversiny of Zambia and the
Chairperson for Univwersity of Zambia Committee on HIV and
AIDS, She is also the Founding Presidest of the Pepchology
Association of Zambia, Profl Menom holds PAD in
PsychiatryiHeakh Prychology from University of Nottingham,
UK. She iz the member of the editorial team for the Joarnal of
African Social Research; lurnal of Pryehology in Africa and
Zambian Fapers. She abwo serves as reviewer in warious
mational and international schentific journals and has more
Dr | Anitha Menon than 300 publications oa various peer reviewed mational and

- international jouwrnal. Currently, she i 2 EQ Wellness
Professor of Health h}cho]ng]r Consultsst st Geofluld, Mumbai sad 5 member of the Senste

University of Zambia of the University of Zambia,

i 31 March zoz1
E 6.00 pm

WEBINAR LINK: https://meet.google.com/cmu-qyfg-suxThs=224

€ Department of Statistics

IQAC in collaboration with the Department of
Statistics, University of Kerala has organized
talks under "Meet the Scholar” lecture Series on

25, 26 & 28 June 2021 Prof. N. Balakrishnan,

McMaster University, Hamilton spoke on the
following topics:

Efficient Likelihood-Based Inference for the
Generalized Pareto Distribution

Family of Mean-Mixtures of Normal
Distributions

Cumulative Residual and Relative
Cumulative Residual Fisher Information and
Their Properties

Accelerated Life-Testing of One-Shot
Devices: Data Collection and Analysis
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MEET THE SCHOLAR LECTURE SERIES

€ Department of Tamil

Department of Tamil, University of Kerala in
association with IQAC conducted a public
lecture under the Meet the Scholar lecture
series on 26th June 2021. The lecture by Smt.
R. V. Jeyasri, Well renowned writer, from
Thiruvannamalai, Tamilnadu on the topic
“Towards Translation” was conducted in
online mode.

2ot e Internal Quality Assurance Cell

University of Kerala ¥ (IQAC)

Thirnananthapuram University of Kerala

Fosntly Organiging
af_ ‘Meet the Scholar Lecture Series’
&_ " Lecture on 26th of June, 2021, Time : 11.00 AM (IST)

Topic: Towards Translation...

Resource person: Smt.K.V.JEYASRI

https.//meet.google.comisoh-iytd-nna

0 Meeting URL:
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€ Department of Physics

IQAC in collaboration with the Department of
Physics, University of Kerala organised a Webinar
as part of "Meet the Scholar” Lecture Series on
11th November 2021 in the online mode with
Padmashri Prof. Dipankar Banerjee, Professor
Emeritus, Department of Materials Engineering,
Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore as the
Resource Person. Prof. Dipankar Banerjee spoke
on the topic ‘Science, Technology and Society"

INTERNAL QUALITY ASSURANCE CELL
&

DEPARTMENT OF PHYSICS
UMIVERSITY OF KERALA

fReaccredited by NAAC with "A" drade
NIRF manking 2021- 27Ch amang wniversities in radial

Meet the Scholar

52 WEEKS LECTURE SERIES

PADMASHRI PROF. DIPANKAR BANERJEE

Professoy Emorius,  Depanment  of  Manoniais
Ergincering, Ingian Insmuwe of Scenee, Sangalve.
Former Chief Controlier Research and  Development
(Acronmitics and Materials Scrces) and Distrgumshed
Sciniar, DROC.

Former Director, Defence  Melalurgical Ressanch
Laborarory.

Topic: Science, Technology and Society
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MEET THE SCHOLAR LECTURE SERIES

& Centre for Adult and Continuing Education & Extension

CACEE, University of Kerala and IQAC jointly organised an interaction with renowned
magician, Sri. Gopinath Muthukad as part of the programme Meet the Scholar. The event
was held on 10th November 2021 at the Seminar Hall, Department of Aquatic Biology and
Fisheries, Kariavattom Campus. The Honble Vice Chancellor delivered the key note
address.

UNIVEPR® * OF KERALA

11

News Letter 2021



CRITERIA WISE WORKSHOP FOR NAAC SELF STUDY REPORT

IQAC hosted special orientation workshops on compilation of Self Study Report as part of
the accreditation process for University of Kerala. This four day workshop was hosted in
March 2021 (on 17, 23, 24 and 25) focusing on each of the NAAC Criteria on SSR. Criteria
Conveners presented the data, following with discussion and deliberation were held on
strengthening the report. The sessions were chaired by the Hon'ble Vice Chancellor

Prof. (Dr) V. P. Mahadevan Pillai. The Hon'ble Pro Vice Chancellor Prof. (Dr) P. P. Ajay
Rumar, Members of the Syndicate and Statutory Officers participated. The workshop had
more than 80 teachers as delegates.

OBE ORIENTATION WORKSHOP

As directed by the Honble Vice Chancellor, a Special Workshop on OBE was organized by
IQAC on April 8 & 9, 2021 with four sessions.

Prof. V. P. Mahadevan Pillai Hon'ble Vice Chancellor inaugurated the workshop. This
Workshop was hosted for all the faculty members of the University considering our
implementation of OBE curriculum. Prof. N. J. Rao, Professor of IISc (Retired), Bengaluru was
the Resource Person.

Outcome Based Education (OBE)

*  OBE model was introduced by William Spady in early 90s for American School

system and eventually adapted by higher education systems. .

*  QOutcome-based education is an approach to education in which decisions about
the curriculum and instruction are driven by the exit learning cutcomes that the
students should display at the end of a program or a course.

* OBE requires establishing the conditions and opportunities within the system
that enable and encourage all students to attain those identified exit learning
outcomes.

* OBE gives top priority to ends, purposes, learning, accomplishments, and results.

HANDS-ON ONLINE WORKSHOP ON LMS

University of Kerala has moved into the Outcome Based Curriculum Framework and the
same is being delivered through the Moodle LMS. Several training sessions have been
organized in this regard and curriculum delivery has been initiated through LMS for students
from the 2020 admission. As part of a final support on use of LMS, a Hands-on Online
Workshop was conducted on, 14th and 16th June 2021 with Dr. Satheesh Kumar K. Head,
Department of Futures Studies as the Resource Person. Prof. P. P. Ajayakumar, Hon'ble Pro-
Vice-Chancellor inaugurated the workshop. This Workshop was hosted for all the faculty
members of the University considering our implementation of OBE curriculum.

12
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TRAVEL THROUGH NOBEL WINNERS PROGRAMME

Prof. Martin Chalfie
Nobel Laureate - Chemistry 2008

IQAC, Department of Zoology,

Department of Aquatic Biology & e o L o s
Fisheries, Department of Chemistry 19 'E;"é.““
and AcREM-Stem, University of " Gmenames -

KRerala in association with Central JULY
University of Kerala, Kasaragod e
organized a Nobel Laureate Talk g::;?&fm
under the scheme “Travel Through
Nobel Winners” on Monday, 19th
July 2021, in the online mode. The .

talk was presented by Prof. Martin %WUHE
Chalfie (Nobel Laureate - NEED FOR USELESS
Chemistry 2008), University e
Professor ~and Former Chair,
Department of Biological Sciences,

Columbia University, USA.

. Prof. Roald Hoffmann
Nobel Laureate - Chemistry 1981

IQAC and Dept. of Chemistry,
University of Kerala hosted the
event with Nobel laureate in PROE ROALD HOFFMANK
Chemistry, Prof. Roald Hoffmann of o

Cornell University on 10th August,
2021 through online mode. This talk
was titled as ‘Chemistry’s essential
tensions: Three views of a science in
culture'The wonderful, thought-
provoking talk was followed by very
fruitful discussion where several
participants raised queries. To one
query about the duality of curiosity
vs utility in science research, the
Professor explained that one should
teach students how to think He
expressed his happiness that his
work of concerted reactions,
although did not personally yield
him any patent, thousands of
patents had emerged from his
findings on concerted reactions. He
opined that both creativity and
utility should be encouraged
equally. The entire presentation of
Prof. Hoffmann is available on the
e-content channel - RU Padasala.

News Letter 2021



The meeting of the Committee for the conduct of Faculty Development Programme for
teachers was held on 18th February 2021 (Thursday) with Prof. (Dr) V. P. Mahadevan Pillai,
Vice Chancellor as Chairperson and Dr. Radhamany P. M, Professor, Dept. of Botany as
Convener. The meeting discussed the proposal from Teaching Learning Centre (TLC), IIT
Madras and resolved to seek their support for Faculty Development Programme for
University of Kerala teachers. The meeting resolved to have training in two phases:

Phase 1, as per the schedule prepared and approved by TLC, IIT Madras amd
Phase 2 with invited trainers and speakers as per the requirements of the University.

The training programme would be undertaken through UGC - HRD Centre of the University.

IQAC hosted online criteria wise presentation on May 15, 17, 18 and 19, 2021 of Self Study
Report as part of the accreditation process for University of Kerala. Criteria Conveners
presented the data, following with discussion and deliberation were held on strengthening the
report.

The Annual Quality Assurance Report (AQAR) covering the period 1st July 2019 to 30th June
2020 was submitted via online to NAAC on 27th August 2021 under the supervision of Dr.
Sheeja S. R, Professor, Department of Economics.

The Institutional Information for Quality Assessment (IIQA) for National Assessment and
Accreditation Council (NAAC) accreditation was filed on 18th June 2021, the same was
approved by NAAC on 24th August 2021 Subsequently, the portal for filing Self Study
Report (SSR) was opened for uploading of data. The SSR was submitted to NAAC on 21st
November, 2021 by the Hon'ble Vice Chancellor.

University of Kerala was ranked 27th in India by NIRF, 2021 with top most position in the state.
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MERITORIOUS RESEARCH ACHIEVEMENT

AWARDS

University of Kerala initiated annual cash awards for teachers manifesting excellence in
Academic Performance and Research. Meritorious Research Achievements Awards for
the year 2020 were distributed by the Honble Vice Chancellor, Prof. V.P. Mahadevan
Pillai on 23rd September 2021, at the Seminar Hall, Department of Aquatic Biology &
Fisheries, University of Kerala, Rariavattom. The Honble Pro Vice Chancellor and
Members of the Syndicate and other dignitaries also were present.
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