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OVERVIEW

The University of Kerala, Mother University of the state, has crossed a land mark in its history
as it turned 80 years old on 1"November, 2017. Founded as University of Travancore in 1937,
this University has been at the forefront of the renaissance of the Kerala society during the
20"century and contributed immensely towards human resource development in multiple
sectors. In line with its motto “Karmani Vyajyathe Prajna” (Wisdom manifesis in action), the
University of Kerala is re-accredited by National Assessment and Accreditation Council
(NAAC) with “A” Grade. Further, the University is ranked 29%among Indian Universities by
the National Institutional Ranking Framework (NIRF) in 2017, the highest rank of any
University in Kerala, besides ranked in the band 800-1000 among world universities by TIMES
World University Rankings. The University of Kerala was ranked first (in 2015) and second
{in 2016) in the Chancellor’'s Award for best University in the State of Kerala.

Open House days and science festival are the means of reach out to the students and public, to
showcase the evolution of the mother university, to communicate the academic and research
contributions and to provide a platform for interaction between the academic community and
people. The programme was organised by University of Kerala on 15-16 February 2018 to
highlight the innovative practices followed by the university, its various departments and
societal applications of research, especially in the fields of science and technology. Further, the
programme also tried its own way to inculcate scientific temper among students, besides

providing career advices for the youngsters.

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES OF THE PROGRAM

To showease the svolution, contributions and innovatons of
University and departments/centers to the masses

To inspire and support pecple of all ages and backgrounds to

access ideas from research and mnovation

To showcase the apphications of science and technology to
the common man/society

To motivate the young generafion towards innovation,
creativity and sustainable living, besides :'|'::1-4'rr—.il'1|1:3. CATEErs

To inculeate scientific temper among the younger generation and to
haghlight the rale of knowlege socisties in social development
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VISION

A world where the complexity, wonder and opportunities of scientific and academic research

are explored. challenged. celebrated and enjoved across society

Committee for the implementation

Based on the letter No. 182/2017/RUSA-SPD dated 8.11.2017 from Kerala State Rashtriva
Uchchatar Shiskha Abhivan (RUSA) Project Directorate, University of Kerala has constituted

a committee to implement Shasthrayaan, after convening a meeting of Head of the Departments
{Order No. PLD/40OSTRUSA/2017 dated 28.11.2017), with the following members:

1. Dr. A, Biju Kumar, Dean, Faculty of Science and Professor and Head, Department of
Aquatic Biology and Fisheries { Co-ordinator)

2. Dr. Joseph Antony, Associate Professor and Head, Department of Political Science.

3. Dr. S. Sankararaman, Reader & Head (in-charge), Department of Nano Science and
Nanotechnology

4. Dr. T, Vijayalakshmi, Assistant Professor and Head, Department of Tamil
Dr. Sabu Joseph, Associate Professor, Department of Environmental Sciences

6. Dr. Harikumar, Assistant Professor and Head (in-charge), Department of

Communication and Journalism
7. Dr, Rasia Beegum, Professor & Head, Department of Commerce

The team worked under the supervision of Vice Chancellor, Registrar, Finance Officer,

Director, Planning and Development and Director. IQAC, University of Kerala.
The committee prepared a proposal in consultation with the HODs and submitted it to RUSA,
Financial Support

RUSA supported the proposal of University of Kerala with the financial support of Rs. 3 lakhs
and the first instalment of Rs. 180.000/- (Rupees one lakh eighty thousand only) was released
to University of Kerala (Order No. 182/2017/RUSA-SPD dated 3.2.2018),

Organisation

The committee met five times and corresponded with all the Departments for implementation
of the scheme. The staff and students union, NS5 and other ¢lubs were also consulted for the
organisation of the event. A team of fifty volunteers was constituted for the implementation of

the programme, with the support of Students and Researchers Unions and HODs. Brochures
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and posters were prepared in English and Malayalam, and distributed to various education
institutions with the support of volunteers. A separate face book page was also launched for
the promotion of the programme. A press release was released through the pubhc relations

department of University of Kerala.
Report of Activities

The open house days were organised on 15" and 16™ February 2018. A total of 30 educational
institutes (schools and colleges) and about 1,000 members of public visited various
departments and the exhibits arranged. Separate installations and arches were also raised in the

Karyavattom campus of University of Kerala exclusively for Shasthrayaan.

A total of 40 departments participated in the open house days. A registration counter was
opened near the entrance of the University Campus. Schools and colleges were registered in

batches in the counter and the volunteers guided them to various Departments.
Inauguration

The Shasthrayaan open house and science festival of University of Kerala supported by
Rashtniya Uchchatar Shiskha Abhivan (RUSA) was inaugurated by Dr. Jayachandran R,
Registrar, University of Kerala, According to Dr Jayachandran, universities have to show case
the socially relevant research and fasten the linkage with the society to strengthen their
contemporary relevance. Dr. Biveesh UC ., Research Officer. RUSA-SPD informed that the
major aim of the RUSA’s support for Shasthrayaan is to strengthen the higher education
institutions in Kerala so as to fulfil its societal demands and requirements. Dr. Mini Dejo
Kappen (Director, Planning and Development, University of Kerala), Dr A Biju Kumar
(Coordinator, Shasthrayaan), Mr Athul § (Chairman, Department’s Union), Mr. Vishnu KP
{Chairman, Research Students Union) and Dr. Joseph Antony (Head, Department of Political

Science) spoke at the occasion.
Open House Days
The major attractions of the open house days were the following:

% Oriental Research Institute and Manuscript Library, a unique library and one
of the “must-see libraries in India”, showcasing hundreds of manuscripts.

% Dedicated museums in the Depariments of Archaeology, Aquatic Biology &
Fisheries, Geology and Zoology.

=+ History of printing and journalism by Department of Journalism,
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«+ History of political movements by Department of Political Science

% Role of Sanskrit in ancient and modern India, including the advantages of Sanskrit

language.

%+ Arabic calligraphy by Arabic Department

4+ Exhibition on “Oceans the Story Teller” highlighting the maritime history of Kerala by
the department of Aquatic Biology and Fisheries, besides live aquaria and terraria.

#+ Sophisticated Instrumentation and Computation Centre (SICC) with instruments
demonstrating cutting edge technologies, including Nuclear Magnetic Resonance
Spectroscopy (NMR), Scanning Electron Microscope, X-Ray Diffractometer (XRD)

etc.

Optoelectronics, Nano-Technology, Physics, Chemistry, Biochemistry, and Zoology
departments highlighted the experiments for the students and offered hands on experience with

various science objects. Botany department offered visit to the botanical garden and seed bank.

The social science departments, language departments, management departments and law

department exhibited the societal applications of their research and cultural heritage of India.

All the departments provided an opportunity to the visitors to interact with the faculty and
research scholars during the open house days. Besides, the major research activities of the
department and scholars and their applications and relevance were also highlighted through
posters. This provided an opportunity to the students and public to interact with the faculty and
research scholars during the programme. Further, 1t may also assisted the students to develop
a broad perspective on the emerging areas of research and knowledge at the right age, besides

deciding on career choices for future.
Qutcome

4+ We contribute to society by creating accessible, innovative and good quality learning
materials for students and public, highlighting the socially relevant academic and
research activities.

4 Development of the current research outputs of each department, their applications to
society and to enhance knowledge platform,

<+ Creation of awareness on latest technologies and science and better practices in other
faculties

4+ Better shaping of extension activities of University of Kerala to make Open House Days

an annual event,
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<+ Opportunities for students and public to interact with researchers and academicians in
the University to exchange ideas and to develop mutual respect essential for inclusive
education.

4 Provided an opportunity to the staff and students within the University to visit each

other and learn from each other.
Recommendations

% As the whole concept of open house days will provide a platform for interaction for the
University faculty, research and students with the younger generation, especially those
in schools and colleges, the programme may be arranged during October — November
months in order to get their full participation.

% The universities may be provided with a higher grant for the conduct of the programme
as there are large number of departments and several centers associated with it.

% A separate one time grant may be provided to develop a permanent exhibition to
showecase the history and activity of the participating institution.

<+ All the participating organisations may be requested to release a souvenir as a
permanent record of Shasthrayaan every year.

“ A separate dedicate website may be launched for Shasthrayaan for highlighting the
various activities so that the participating organisations can learn from their experience
and the information may be better communicated with the public through the social

media,
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Inauguration
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Inauguration
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Open House Days: Departments

Registration and visit by schools in batches
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Open House Days: Departments
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Open House Days: Departments
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Open House Days: Departments
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Open House Days: Departments
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Open House Days: Departments
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Open House Days: Departments
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Open House Days: Departments
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Science festival

at Kerala varsity
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practices followed by the |
university, its various de-
partments and societal ap-
plications of research, espe-
cially in the fields of science
and technology. The major
attractions include an op-
portunity to visit the Orien- °
tal Research Institute and
Manuscript Library, Sophis-
ticated Instrumentation and
Computation Centre (SICC)
and the permanent mu-
seums of the departments
of Aquatic Biology, Archae-
ry, Botany, Geology and
ogy. Details are on the
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We cultivate and embrace the full diversity of voices
from all backgrounds and experiences though
SHASTHRAYAAN
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